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 Now Taking 

Valentine’s Day
Orders ... 
� Heart Shaped Cakes

�  Cupcakes 

�  Truffles

�  Chocolate Covered 
    Strawberries
�  Homemade Chocolates 

�  Cake Balls

� Zeppole are here!

MARDI GRAS
KING CAKES
are our specialty...

also Italian Pastry, 
 Cookies, Angel Wings

Daily Hot & Cold
LUNCH SPECIALS

Free Lunch Delivery to Businesses
 ( $10.00 minimum)

The Old Como Recipe
Italian Bread
available daily after 

10:00am

OPEN:
Tue-Sat 9-5, Sunday 9-12

350 FAIRFIELD AVENUE, WATERBURY •  203.573.8200 • FREE wifi

160 Robbins Street, Waterbury, CT 06708
Next to Waterbury Hospital

www.SunriseDentalCT.com

• Gentle state-of-the-art 
 dental care

• Friendly and 
 professional service

• Group practice with 
 in-house specialists

• We accept most 
 insurance plans

D en tu res too loose?
N o problem .
Call now to
find out more
about new
denture implants.

203-757-8855

NEW ENGLAND TRACTOR 
TRAILER TRAINING SCHOOL

I was working a 
couple of different 
jobs just to make 
ends meet. I’ve 
 always loved 
driving so I decided 
to go to NETTTS 
and now I’m 
 enjoying the 
benefits of being a 
 professional CDL 
driver. Thank you 
 NETTTS, you 
changed my life!

 Keonn
 Norwalk, CT

CDL A and B Classes Starting Now

Financial Aid Available for Those Who Qualify

Job Placement Assistance

CALL US NOW!
 (888) 619-9717
For consumer information please visit: www.NETTTS.com

BRIDGEPORT AND SOMERS, CT

“ Due to the current 
state of the economy,

You can’t afford
NOT to go to 

Tony’s Tires!”

 FREE Alignment w/purchase of 4 tires

 $ 604 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
our  EVERYDAYY LOWW  PRICE!our  EVERYDAYY LOWW  PRICE!

TIRES & WHEELSTIRES & WHEELS

2067 S. Main Street
WATERBURY •  203-575-1350

OPEN: M-F 7:30AM-6PM, SAT 8:30AM-3PM

Tony’s

MANUFACTURERS’
REBATESAVAILABLE

 WHEELL PACKAGE  WHEELL PACKAGE
  LAYAWAYS LAYAWAYS

USED 
TIRES & up

$15

“My pricesare worththe ride!”

HIGHLY RATED BY ZAGATS

 W oodwardd HouseWoodward House

Spend Valentine’s Day
at the

“Casual & Comfortable Dining at its Best”

• WEDDINGS
• BRIDAL/BABY SHOWERS
• BUSINESS/CLUB LUNCHEONS
Open at 4:30pm Wednesday thru Sunday

ON THE GREEN

BETHLEHEM

203-266-6902 www.TheWoodwardHouse.com
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But that still does not
dampen the Onofrio brothers
fascination with the model,
the cast iron black locomo-
tive, the three-rail track, and
original boxes, among others.

“As a set it’s impressive,”
said Paul.

The brothers, whose family
home is nearby, said they
came to see the train and
check out the historic home.

The Twitchell-Rowland
Homestead at 60 Towner
Lane, became a museum in
2011. The house was in bad
shape, Farnum said, and
much work has been done to
it. Its collections include a
loom from the 1700’s, which
was once used in Oxford and
which is being painstakingly
restored. 

The train display stood

next to a display of toys
owned by three sisters born
ten years apart. The toys in-
clude a small red wagon, a tin
serving tray, several wind-up
metal toys among them. The
collection of toys belongs to
the Nyberg sisters, including
current Oxford Historical So-
ciety president Louise Ny-
berg Burr. 

Railroads from the past are

the focus of the museum’s
displays in February and
March. The display includes
photographs from the two
stations of the New York,
Hartford and New Haven
Railroad stations that carried
passengers from 1880 to
1930. 

The museum is open on the
first and third Sundays of the
month from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

TRAINS: Exhibit draws visitors to museum

BY PAUL  S INGLEY
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

NAUGATUCK — The al-
ready strained relationship
between the borough and
Naugatuck Ambulance took a
turn for the worse last week
when the emergency services
provider abruptly changed its
response services.

As of Saturday, the ambu-
lance association removed its
“fly car” service between the
hours of 7 a.m. and 11 p.m.
The service enables para-
medics to drive to and from
emergency calls in their own
vehicles. The lack of a “fly
car” means a paramedic has
to go to calls in a traditional
ambulance and cannot leave
the scene to take a simultane-
ous call in another location.

The new plan calls for a para-
medic from Waterbury to re-
spond when the Naugatuck
paramedic is tied up.

That does not sit well with
Naugatuck officials. On be-
half of the borough, Attorney
Ned Fitzpatrick wrote to the
state Department of Public
Health’s Office of Emergency
Medical Services, or OEMS,
to express concern over the
recent changes to paramedic
services.

“This unilateral action by
Naugatuck Ambulance was
taken without significant pri-
or notice to the borough and
its residents, thereby creat-
ing a potentially dangerous
emergency situation and
leaving the community with a
diminished level of emer-
gency medical service,” the

letter states, adding that the
change is arbitrary and
leaves the borough without
any remedy and it “puts the
safety, health and welfare of
the community at serious
risk,” the letter states.

Fitzpatrick also writes that
the actions are in violation of
OEMS regulations that “re-
quire a licensee to apply for a
new license or certificate to
OEMS, in writing and prior to
the implementation of a
change of service.”

The letter, dated Jan. 30,
asks the department to take
immediate action “to prevent
this unlawful and precipitous
change in service.” So far,
OEMS has not gotten in-
volved.

Attorney Dominick
Thomas, who represents

Naugatuck Ambulance, a
nonprofit organization, said
his client has done nothing
wrong.

“It would be nice if they
knew what they were talking
about,” he said of borough of-
ficials in response to the let-
ter. “This is just a change in
personnel mainly motivated
by the fact that Naugatuck
hasn’t paid a dime to Nau-
gatuck Ambulance for at
least a year and a half. ... This
is just a change in structure
in how they operate, and the
level of service is not being
affected whatsoever.”

He said he plans to respond
to the letter this week by writ-
ing his own letter to OEMS.

Borough officials and Nau-
gatuck ambulance have been
at odds for at least two years.

Officials say they initially be-
came concerned when Nau-
gatuck Ambulance wanted to
eliminate paramedic service
in Naugatuck. Naugatuck
Ambulance owns Primary
Service Area Responder, or
PSAR, status for Naugatuck.
The borough has explored the
option of changing services,
and has received bids from
other companies that are
cheaper than what Nau-
gatuck Ambulance haS of-
fered. However, because
Naugatuck Ambulance owns
the PSAR, it is very hard for
Naugatuck to change EMT
providers.

The borough used to pay
Naugatuck Ambulance
$147,000 a year for EMS cov-
erage, but stopped paying
more than year ago when the

contract expired. The two
sides have not been able to
come to an agreement on a
new contract.

Deputy Mayor Tamath
Rossi, who oversees the Nau-
gatuck EMT Oversight Com-
mittee, has been speaking
with state officials, trying to
change policies on how Con-
necticut oversees PSAR sta-
tuses for municipalities.

“This has nothing to do
with who is providing EMS
service in Naugatuck,” she
said. “It’s ensuring that our
community’s health and wel-
fare is being served at the
highest level at all times.”

Contact Paul Singley at ps-
ingley@rep-am.com, on
Facebook at RA Naugatuck or
on Twitter @RANaugatuck.

Naugatuck feud with ambulance worsens

BY LAURESHA XHIHANI
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

CHESHIRE — About $10.2
million worth of energy sav-
ings work is expected to cost
the town nothing.

The Town Council ap-
proved a long list of projects
on Tuesday, a first step to
signing a contract with an en-
ergy efficiency and renew-
able energy service provider
that will have the projects
completed within two years. 

The town has been working
for more than two years with
Ameresco, a Massachusetts-
based company. 

The company did a thor-
ough inventory of all town
buildings and came up with a
long list of projects that in-
cluded simple energy savers
like switching to more effi-
cient and longer-lasting light
bulbs and more long-term
steps such as replacing roofs
or windows. 

Those projects were thor-
oughly vetted by a committee
of town and school officials
and a shorter list was com-
piled of projects that are like-
ly to be included in a contract
with Ameresco to be signed
in a few months. 

The list includes replace-
ment of light bulbs in build-
ings across town. Half of the
projects on the list are ones
that have been lingering on a
five-year list of capital proj-
ects for the town, including
replacing an electric heating
system at Cheshire High
School. 

In all, $3.1 million in im-
provements are being
planned for Cheshire High
School, the majority of that to
replace the electric heating
system with a gas system.
Highland Elementary School
is expected to get nearly $2.6
million in improvements,
most of that to replace a heat-
ing system with a gas heating

and cooling system.
“Almost 80 percent of this

project is going to be schools.
We’re basically going to reap
the benefits of $10.2 million
in improvements to our build-
ings without carrying any
debt,” said School District Di-
rector of Management Ser-
vices Vincent Masciana.

The projects will be self-
funded through a combina-
tion of $1.2 million in energy
rebates and $9 million in fi-
nancing at a rate of around
3.75 percent. 

Ameresco will design and
complete the projects and
also line up the financing.
Ameresco guarantees the
savings in energy and prom-

ises that those savings will be
sufficient to pay the loan in 16
years. The company will get a
profit of about 10 percent of
the project, according to
James P. Daylor, an account
executive with Ameresco. 

The town has hired an en-
gineer to oversee the list and
act as engineer of record for
the projects. In the coming
weeks, Ameresco will finalize
design plans on the list of
projects approved by the
town and draw up a financing
arrangement. Company and
town officials will work to-
gether in drafting a contract
that the Town Council is ex-
pected to sign. 

The idea of performance
contracting was introduced to
the town several years ago,
by former Town Councilman
Tim White. White was in the
audience on Tuesday.

“I applaud you for doing
this,” White said to the coun-
cil.

Performance contracting
has been gaining momentum
in the state, particularly in
the past few years, as more
and more towns and school
districts have signed similar
energy savings service con-
tracts. 

The town has 120 days to
sign a contract with
Ameresco, but Daylor said he
expects it to be signed on or
before April 1, to give
Ameresco enough time to
take advantage of the sum-
mer construction season. 

ENERGY UPGRADES AT ZERO COST

LAURESHA XHIHANI REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Energy improvements at Cheshire High School are part of a
larger performance contract the town is looking to sign in
coming months.

Cheshire lists
projects for
2-year deal
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TORRINGTON — Robert
Klee said he considered be-
ing chief of staff to soon-to-be
outgoing Department of En-
ergy and Environmental Pro-
tection Commissioner Dan
Esty his dream job. 

Being tapped by the gover-
nor to be Esty’s replacement,
that will be an “honor.”

“I’m excited and thrilled,”
Klee said Saturday while tak-
ing a break with his two sons,
Alexander, 6, and Jacob, 4, at
the department’s annual No
Child Left Inside program at
Burr Pond State Park. 

Klee will be sworn in as
acting commissioner today;
his nomination needs to be
approved by the General As-
sembly. 

Klee took some time to talk

NEW DEEP BOSS EAGER TO TAKE REINS

JIM SHANNON  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Robert Klee, the new state Department of Energy and Environmental Services commission-
er,  second from right, chats with Rep. Jay Case, R-63,  during the eighth annual Winter Fes-
tival at Burr Pond State Park in Torrington on Saturday. Klee was on the pond fishing with
his sons, at left, Alexander, 6 and Jacob, 4. See KLEE, Page 4B

Births
Frazier-Miller — A daughter, Casey Julia Anne
Marie, to Erika Frazier and Heather Miller of
Waterbury, Dec. 30, at Waterbury Hospital.
Grandparents are Margherita and William Miller
of Waterbury and Ann and Philip Frazier of
Wells, Maine. Great-grandparent is Julia Lalus
of Waterbury.

Reyes — A daughter, Juleanys J., to Julio Reyes
and America Mattei of Waterbury, Aug. 27, at
Waterbury Hospital. Grandparents are Carmen
Guilbe and Maria L. Mercado of Ponce, Puerto
Rico.

Birth and adoption announcement forms are often
provided by local hospitals or are available at the 
Republican-American. For information, visit or call
the Yes Desk at 203-574-3636, Ext. 1400. Signa-
tures of both parents are required on birth an-
nouncement forms if the parents have different last
names.

C H E S H I R E  

Assistant library director’s job
gets more hours, better benefits

The Town Council approved changes to the job
of assistant library director, adding five hours per
week to the position and better benefits in order to
attract better candidates for the job.

Maria Poirier Brandriff was assistant director
for 36 years until her retirement late last year.

Library Director Ramona Burkey told the Town
Council that much has changed since Brandriff
took the job. She is looking for a third administra-
tor for her department. A deputy director works
30 hours a week.

Burkey said the position will be 25 hours and
will be responsible for things like managing the li-
brary’s online presence as well as on social media,
as well as planning events and doing administra-
tive responsibilities.

Town Councilman Thomas Ruocco said he had
a problem with adding the 5 hours, which costs
the town $5,000 in benefits. The total cost to the
town for the position, including pay and benefits,
is $46,483.26, according to data provided to the
Council.

The proposal was approved in a 5 to 2 vote with
Ruocco and Town Councilman James M. Sima
voting against it.

C H E S H I R E  

Town Council approves plan
to reduce police supervisors

The Town Council has approved a restructuring
of the town’s police department that eliminated
five supervisors including two lieutenants and
two captains.

The restructure is the biggest change in a de-
partment in decades. Part of the restructure and
review began with the hiring of Chief Neil Dryfe
in 2011.

Dryfe said the department of 48 had 16 supervi-
sors holding the rank of sergeant and above,
which equates to one supervisor to two officers or
detectives, way over the norm in departments
across the state.

The new structure eliminates the rank of cap-
tain and cuts the number of lieutenants from five
to three. The department will have the same num-
ber of officers, but four more patrolmen instead of
the supervisors. 

Dryfe said the changes are already in place af-
ter retirements and resignations in the depart-
ment. Change over in the department has left sev-
en vacancies, with four already filled and three
more to be filled in the coming months.

G R E AT E R  WAT E R B U R Y  

Ion Bank Foundation awards
nearly $500,000 in grants

The Ion Bank Foundation awarded grants total-
ing a record $498,860 in 2013, funds that are being
used to support a wide assortment of projects and
programs in the communities served by the bank.

The 2013 total represents a 19 percent increase
from the $419,098 in grants the foundation award-
ed in 2012, and a 7 percent increase from its high-
est previous annual total of $468,345 in 2008.

The 2013 grant total brings the foundation’s all-
time total of grants awarded to $4.83 million since
its creation in 1998.

Ion Bank Foundation grants are being used to
help fund and support more than 100 charitable
and community programs and organizations in
the area served by the bank. Formerly known as
the Naugatuck Savings Bank, it has branches in
Ansonia, Cheshire, Hamden, Meriden, Middle-
bury, Naugatuck, Southbury, Wallingford, Water-
bury, Watertown and Woodbury.

Customer voting to award $60,000 in 2014 Com-
munity Awards Program funds began on Jan. 2
and will continue through March 31.

S O U T H B U R Y  

Acoustic artist to perform
at Love and Knishes luncheon

Love and Knishes will present performer Anna
Dotolo at its luncheon at noon Feb. 19 at the Jew-
ish Federation, 444 Main St. N.

Dotolo will perform acoustic blues and folk gui-
tar. The cost is $7.50. To register, call 203-267-
3177 by Feb. 17.

BY CHRIS  GARDNER
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

SOUTHBURY — Despite
concerns about how to pay for
it, area first selectmen and
legislators are supporting an
effort to build a regional
YMCA in Southbury.

The first selectmen from
Southbury, Woodbury, Mid-
dlebury and Roxbury met
Thursday at Town Hall with
three lawmakers for an up-
date on efforts to open the
Pomperaug Regional YMCA.

The project grew from the
work of a group known as the

Southbury Community Cen-
ter Exploratory Committee,
which formed in 2012 to
gauge interest in building a
hub for recreation and the
arts in town.

Committee members met
for nine months and conclud-
ed more than a year ago that

the region could support such
a project.

The Greater Waterbury
YMCA agreed to assist by
helping to establish a Board
of Managers, which formed
last July. Also that month, the
YMCA of the USA approved
an application for a charter
for the regional YMCA.

Regional YMCA endorsed
New facility would be built in Southbury

BY LAURESHA XHIHANI
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

OXFORD — The town’s
humble museum had a good
day on Sunday. 

Drawn by a 1935 Lionel
model toy train, some 20 peo-
ple visited over a two-hour
period. 

“It’s been a great day,” said
Nancy Farnum, who along
with Marilyn Serus were the
two docent volunteers at the
Twitchell-Rowland Home-
stead museum on Sunday.

The train is on loan to the
museum through March by a
man who does not want to be

identified. The train is in near
perfect condition even
though it has been played
with by two generations of
boys in that man’s family,
Farnum and Serus explained.

The train brought out
brothers Paul and Stephen
Onofrio, who have been train
aficionados since children
and who also own Lionel sets,
though not like the one on dis-
play.

Paul quickly points out that
one of the two controls on dis-
play is not a Lionel and nei-
ther is the train station. 

THE FAST TRACK TO SUCCESS

PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER MASSA  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Phil and Loretta Rowland of Oxford look at a loom said to be 150-200 years old at the Twitchell-Rowland Homestead in
Oxford on Sunday. 

Marilyn Serus, a volunteer at the Twitchell-Rowland Home-
stead in Oxford, talks about model railroads at the muse-
um on Sunday.  Railroads from the past are the focus of the
museum’s February and March displays. The display in-
cludes photographs from the two stations of the New York,
Hartford and New Haven Railroad, which carried passen-
gers from 1880 to 1930. The museum is open the first and
third Sundays of the month, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  For
more information, visit http://www.oxford-historical-socie-
ty.org.

Model train show draws
visitors to Oxford museum

See YMCA, Page 4B

See TRAINS, Page 3B
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